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Music development plan summary: 
Oaklands Primary School  

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2025 - 2026 

Date this summary was published September 2025  

Date this summary will be reviewed September 2026 

Name of the school music lead Karen Parr 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

Karen Parr 

Name of local music hub  Octagon Music Group  

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

Dorset and Somerset Music Hub 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas: curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences and what 

changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or 

carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ 

music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

At Oaklands Primary School, we believe music is a vital part of a broad and balanced 
curriculum, enriching pupils’ creativity, self-expression, and confidence. Our aim is to 
provide high-quality, inclusive music education that inspires children to develop a life-
long love of music. There are opportunities for pupils to perform, compose, and appre-
ciate a wide range of musical styles and traditions with a focus on the inter-related di-
mensions of music including pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, texture, structure and 
timbre.  

We follow the Kapow Primary Music scheme, which is inclusive for all our pupils includ-
ing those with additional needs or disabilities, to ensure structured progression across 
all year groups. We enhance our offer with instrumental tuition for the whole of Year 4, 
delivered by Somerset & Dorset Music Hub, where pupils learn the trumpet taught by a 
specialist music teacher. 
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From EYFS, music is taught weekly throughout the school and whole class teaching is 

further supported through key stage singing assemblies to ensure every pupil receives 

an hour of music tuition a week. Music threads through other areas of the curriculum to 

enhance learning opportunities.  

For more information, please see our music page on our website: 

https://www.oaklandsprimaryschool.co.uk/page/?title=Music&pid=21 

Part B: Extra-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

At Oaklands Primary School, we are committed to nurturing musical talent and enthusi-
asm both within and beyond the classroom. We believe that music is an essential part 
of every child’s education—building creativity, confidence, teamwork, and a lifelong ap-
preciation of the arts. 

Our vision is to provide a broad, inclusive, and inspiring music curriculum enriched by a 
vibrant co-curricular programme. Through diverse opportunities in singing, instrumental 
performance, and public performance, we aim to support every child in developing their 
musical skills and self-expression. 

Singing is central to school life and embedded across year groups and events: 

• EYFS, Year 3, and Year 5 take part in annual musical productions, giving pupils 
the opportunity to develop performance skills in a creative and collaborative set-
ting. 

• EYFS pupils also perform a dedicated singing showcase for parents each year. 
• Year 4 pupils deliver an instrumental performance to parents and peers as a cul-

mination of their whole-class instrumental tuition. 
• Singing is a key part of school worship, with regular opportunities for all pupils to 

sing together during assemblies and special events. 

Our Key Stage 2 Choir is open to all pupils in Years 3 to 6, rehearsing weekly. The 
choir explores a wide-ranging repertoire—from traditional songs to pop and musical 
theatre—and performs at school assemblies, local community events, and dedicated 
seasonal concerts. Pupils also represent the school at regional events such as Young 
Voices, Music Hub festivals, and collaborative concerts with other schools. 

Instrumental learning is highly valued, with a range of structured and enriching op-
portunities: 

• In Year 4, whole-class instrumental tuition (WCIT) introduces all pupils to trum-
pet playing. 

https://www.oaklandsprimaryschool.co.uk/page/?title=Music&pid=21
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• Through our partnership with the local music service, pupils can access optional 
peripatetic lessons in piano, guitar, and violin. Where appropriate, pupils are 
supported to work toward graded music exams. 

We also provide regular performance platforms to build confidence and celebrate 
musical achievement: 

• Informal music sharing assemblies allow pupils to showcase their talents, ei-
ther solo or in small groups. 

• Annual productions, including a Year 5 musical, provide opportunities for live 
music-making and singing roles. 

• We recognise and celebrate pupils’ musical involvement outside of school—
whether through church choirs, competitions, or private lessons—and help fami-
lies connect with wider community music groups and hubs. 

Our intent is to ensure that every child leaves Oaklands with positive musical experi-
ences, a solid foundation of skills, and the confidence to continue exploring music be-
yond primary school. We aim to make music an inclusive, joyful, and empowering part 
of school life for all. 

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

At Oaklands Primary School, pupils are immersed in a rich and varied range of musical 
experiences that support their creative development, build confidence, and foster a 
love for the performing arts. 

Children have the opportunity to engage with professional musicians and organisa-
tions. Year 2 pupils benefit from an inspiring experience with the Bournemouth Sym-
phony Orchestra, giving them exposure to live orchestral music at an early age. Year 
5 pupils take part in dynamic Jackdaw music workshops, offering hands-on musical 
exploration and composition with professional artists. 

Throughout the year, pupils from various year groups participate in school produc-
tions, with Foundation Stage, Year 3, and Year 5 each preparing and performing their 
own shows. These productions provide pupils with valuable opportunities to develop 
performance skills, work collaboratively, and express themselves creatively through 
singing, movement, and acting. 

Annual events such as the Mother’s Day assembly and the Multicultural Yeovil Cel-
ebration, involving Year 3, celebrate community, culture, and musical diversity. Pupils 
also regularly perform for the wider community, including visits to care homes and 
performances in the local church, allowing them to share their talents and spread joy 
through music. 

The school ensures that all pupils are exposed to a broad spectrum of the performing 
arts. They attend an annual pantomime, engage in dance workshops, and take part 
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in associated performances, helping to build a strong appreciation for rhythm, move-
ment, and musical storytelling. 

In addition, the assembly rota provides ongoing performance opportunities throughout 
the year. These assemblies allow pupils to perform in front of peers and parents, fur-
ther enhancing their confidence and public speaking abilities through music and perfor-
mance. 

Together, these experiences contribute to a vibrant musical culture at Oaklands Pri-
mary School, where music is embedded in both the curriculum and the wider life of the 
school. 

In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

Looking ahead, Oaklands Primary School is committed to building on its strong founda-
tion in music by expanding opportunities, raising the profile of musical learning, and en-
suring that all pupils continue to access high-quality, inclusive musical experiences. 

A key focus will be embedding the more structured and progressive music curriculum 
across all year groups. This will ensure clear musical progression in skills such as com-
position, performance, listening, and appraisal. We will embed regular opportunities for 
pupils to compose and record their own music using both traditional instruments and 
digital tools. 

We are exploring further partnerships with local music organisations and arts providers 
to enrich our offer. Building on the success of our existing collaborations with the 
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra and Jackdaw Music, we hope to broaden access to 
professional musicians and live performances across more year groups. 

More opportunities for instrumental tuition will be introduced, particularly in Key Stage 
2, through small-group or whole-class teaching. We also aim to establish extracurricu-
lar music clubs, including growing our choir, drumming, or trumpets, to foster pupils' 
musical interests beyond the classroom. 

Performance will remain central to our vision. We plan to increase the number of infor-
mal sharing assemblies and seasonal concerts, and to involve pupils more actively in 
planning and leading musical events. Strengthening links with our local community will 
continue through performances at care homes, churches, and community celebrations. 

Additionally, we will provide staff with ongoing CPD to develop confidence and subject 
knowledge in delivering music which is delivered by a specialist teacher for parts of the 
year, ensuring consistent and enthusiastic teaching across the school.  

Ultimately, we aim for every child at Oaklands to leave with a love of music, a sense of 
achievement, and the confidence to express themselves through musical creativity. 
Our vision is for music to be a celebrated, inclusive, and joyful part of school life that 
supports the wider development of all pupils. 

 


